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SUBJECT: SEN. BYRD'S SPEECH REGARDING CANAL TREATY DEBATE 

1 . HERE ARE THE REMARKS MADE BY SEN. BYRD: 

2. "LET ME TURN FOR A MOMENT TO THE PANAMANIANS. IN THIS 
LENGTHY AND WIDE-RANGING DEBATE, NUMEROUS COMMENTS HAVE 
BEEN MADE ABOUT PANAMA, PANAMANIAN HISTORY, THE 
PANAMANIAN PEOPLE, AND THEIR GOVERNMENT. PANAMA, UNLIKE OUR 
RICHLY ENDOWED NATION, IS NOT BLESSED WITH GREAT NATURAL 
RESOURCES. ITS GREATEST ASSETS ARE ITS PEOPLE, AND ITS 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION - THE ISTHMUS THROUGH WHICH THE 
WORLD S TWO LARGEST BODIES OF WATER HAVE BEEN LINKED. A 
TRANSLATED VERSION OF SOME OF OUR DEBATE HAS BEEN 
BROADCAST ON PANAMANIAN RADIO, AND THERE HAS BEEN 
EXTENSIVE COVERAGE IN THE PANAMANIAN PRESS. THE CANAL IS, 

OF COURSE, A MATTER OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO PANAMA, IT IS 
THE VERY LIFEBLOOD OF THAT COUNTRY. IT IS A SUBJECT ABOUT 
WHICH PANAMANIANS HAVE FELT STRONGLY FOR DECADES. THE 
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PANAMANIANS HAVE TAKEN UNDERSTANDABLE OFFENSE AT SOME OF 
THE REMARKS MADE HERE, AND SOME, I FEAR, HAVE BREN 
MISINTERPRETED OR MISUNDERSTOOD. I BELIEVE THE PANAMANIANS 
HAVE EXERCISED CONSIDERABLE RESTRAINT AND WANT TO COMMEND 
THEM FOR MAINTAINING THEIR EQUANIMITY IN THIS SITUATION. 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE KNOW, AND I HOPE THE PEOPLE OF THE 
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WORLD WOULD UNDERSTAND THAT, IN THE TRADITION OF THE 
SENATE, OUR DEBATE HAS BEEN FREE, OPEN, AND UNRESTRAINED. 

THIS IS THE GENIUS OF OUR SYSTEM, WHICH PRESUMES THAT NO 
INDIVIDUAL, NO GROUP OR PARTY HAS SOLE ACCESS TO THE 
TRUTH. RATHER, THROUGH DEBATE AND ARGUMENT, THROUGH THE 
COMPETITION OF IDEAS, WE HOPE TO ARRIVE AT A DECISION 
WHICH SERVES THE PRINCIPLES AND THE INTERESTS OF THIS 
COUNTRY. BUT WHEN THE VOTE IS TAKEN, WHEN THE DECISION 
HAS BEEN MADE, WE PRESENT TO THE WORLD AN UNDIVIDED FRONT 
WE SPEAK WITH ONE VOICE ABROAD, ALTHOUGH AT HOME - BEFORE 
THE TIME FOR DECISION - WE NOT ONLY TOLERATE BUT 
ENCOURAGE THE FREE EXPRESSION OF DIFFERENCES . " CHRISTOPHER 
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